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in some places had hardly begun. It had come into being
confusedly and empirically, and it depended on conditions
and customs which varied from country to country and from
place to place. Not all lands were held as fiefs ; much was
still allodial (freehold). The relations of lord and tenant
varied enormously, in accordance with local custom. Even
the English manorial system, so commonly described as
typical, was not universal in England, much less elsewhere;
we have to be careful to refer it to certain parts of the country
only, and similarly to limit it in point of time. In France
the normal development to feudalism took place most
rapidly, for there the power of the king was weakest. The
feudal baron, his castle, hereditary fiefs, soon became the
Germany rule. In Germany, on the other hand, where the last Carol-
much less ingians proved themselves not ineffective, the Carolingian
than France macnmery m outward appearance persisted. The nobles, as
a rule, retained their official status. The land went with the
office, and it was as officials not as tenants-in-chief that they
held from the king. The summons to the host, therefore,
was still the method of raising an army, though the nobles,
as officials, were responsible ; tenure by military service was
a late development in Germany. The nobles were as eager as
the French to hand on their possessions to their sons, but it
was the office in Germany that became hereditary.
The division The rapidity of the change in France was due to the early
into king- process of disintegration. When Charles the Fat was deposed
^oms a er owjng j-o j^jg incompetence in 887, the Empire broke up into
a number of kingdoms. In Italy, Berengar of Friuli was
proclaimed king, but was dispossessed for a time by his rival,
Guido of Spoleto, and by Guido's son Lambert, both of whom
were crowned Emperor; their early deaths left him master
of Italy in 898, The West Frankish throne was occupied
by Odo, the son of Robert the Strong. In the south of
France, however, two independent kingdoms were created,
Burgundy under Rudolf and Provence under Louis. In
Germany alone, the king, Arnulf, a Carolingian though
*	illegitimate, was without a rival; and he not only received
imperial coronation at Rome, but was also recognised as
The disinte- overlord by the other four kings.    On the death of Odo in
gration of    §98, the Carolingian line was reinstated in France, but with
06        ho recovery of unity.   Besides Burgundy and Provence, the

